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St Mary’s Marston Moreteyne and Lidlington

Thank You

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has contributed to the life of St Mary’s over the past year. This
includes our hard-working and knowledgeable Churchwarden, Spud and our faithful Assistant
Churchwarden Chris who’ve helped me so much in our Services and other matters, carrying out the
work of the PCC. A special shoutout to Pam, our retiring PCC Secretary, and our dedicated PCC
Members: Becky, Elaine, Juliet, Marti, and Sonia. Thank you to Juliet for also serving as a School
Governor, Deanery Synod and Marston Families in Need Representative.

Our Worship Committee Marion, Celia, John, and all our Choir Members, have enriched our services
and touched hearts with their music, helping us to encounter and give glory to God Sunday by
Sunday. I’m particularly moved by their loyalty in attending Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms. Becky,
our Children and Families Coordinator and Safeguarding Officer, has done a stellar job, and along with
our Diocesan Safeguarding Team has given me the benefit of her wisdom on several occasions. Teas
and Tots wouldn’t be the same without Anita, Marti, Emma, Neil, Peter, Val and Bridget, Sam, and a
big thank you to all the parents and children for coming. I’m so pleased for us all
that parents and children get the opportunity to have so much fun, entertainment and learning in
song, play and crafts, along with some much needed Christian content.

Elaine, your work on the Social Committee is much appreciated. Revd. Gill, thank you for your
invaluable support and occasional cover and Revd Judy for her hugely entertaining Family Services
bringing out the importance for children and parents to have Christian identity. Thank you too to
Indira our Ordinand for her preaching and service. We look forward to celebrating her Ordination.
Our Art group continues to create and care as people socialise while being creative. Our Mission
Action Planners have devised a programme of works focussing on Welcome, Communication and
Training to prepare us for Mission. Our vision pray-ers have helped me to come up with a compelling
vision to give us Our Lord’s destination for our efforts in all we do. Our finances have been in good
hands thanks to Richard Williams, our Auditor, and Scott, our Payments Officer, along with Julie, our
Bookkeeper and Cashier. We remain without a Treasurer.

Our Refreshments Teams, both on Sundays and Wednesday afternoons, have kept us all and our
valued visitors well-fed and happy. Your efforts do not go unnoticed.

Alan has indefatigably organised Mens Breakfasts, and has even been called upon by the Ladies to
make arrangements for their get-togethers!

And of course, a huge thank you to our churchyard working party, sidespersons, readers, pray-ers,
rota-makers, Holy Housekeepers cleaners, launderers, flower arrangers, bell ringers, and those who’ve
helped maintain our buildings and churchyards. If I have missed anyone, please know that your
contributions are deeply appreciated. Your generous, quiet, and tireless efforts do not go unnoticed.

Acknowledging Giftings

There’s been a history of volunteering in the church, and valuable though it is, I’d like us to see
ourselves rather as in St Paul’s analogy, as parts of the Body of Christ and leave behind ‘volunteering’ -
I’d like to suggest that’s a term more appropriate to an organisation - instead, everyone gets ‘to play’
in God’s church. Though it may sound like a large group, we know that dedicated ‘time and talents’
givers are few, and those who do not undertake acknowledged roles, are also parts of the body - the
‘Living Stones’ that make up the ‘Tower of Christ’ we are called to become. I’m not sure what the right
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terms for us to use are - maybe we can work it out as we go along. Many people kindly wear multiple
hats, taking on two, three, or more roles within the Church. Others have served faithfully for many
years. Despite this, we often face a shortage of helpers. We are always grateful for new givers of gifts
of time and energy, so please get in touch if you feel called to contribute your gifts.

Community Collaboration

I’m so grateful to Mr Brian Storey and the staff of our Church of England school for their support and
collaboration as they educate the children of the parish in Christian values and excellence in the
academic and the arts. I’m particularly delighted that Mr Storey has agreed for the children to be
taught the Lord’s Prayer. It is a joy to work with and be supported by Vale Community Church and
especially Kevin and Anita Hanwell for our monthly Leaders’ prayer times. Ecumenical ‘Praying
Together’ meetings with Vale, Lidlington, Wootton and Stewartby churches have been a blessing. I
would also like to extend our gratitude to the Parish Council for their generous help with grass
cutting in the Churchyard and Tower illumination.

Gratitude for Prayer and Support

I am deeply thankful for the many individuals who come to pray in our Church, sit quietly within it,
look after it, watch over it, and support it in various ways.

Challenges Ahead

As we move forward, we face significant challenges due to a lack of financial resources and
manpower. Despite these obstacles, we hold a vision for St Mary’s, a vision that we believe is shared by
God. He wishes to realise this vision with us, through us, and for us, for the coming of His Kingdom on
earth as it is in heaven. This vision is what will sustain us, and enable us to focus on what will build our
church - bringing new people into God’s kingdom - this is the Lord’s work and we can trust Him for it
- our work is to be obedient and issue the invitation. “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who
build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.’” Psalm
127:1 and “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.” Matthew
9:38

Preserving Our Heritage

Our church building and its remarkable Tower stand as a testament to generations of worshipping
Christians in this place. They have loved and served God, one another, the villages of Marston
Moreteyne and Lidlington, and the wider world. However, our historic buildings are at risk. In the
coming year, our challenge will be to marshal our forces and, with the support of the village
communities, raise funds and apply for grants to make our church watertight, protect it from
ground-level damp, and renovate our Tower.

Our Vision and Values

Our vision is:

To be a Tower of living stones; chosen, mended and built by Jesus our Cornerstone - to make
followers for Him, to be a sanctuary of prayer and a community of love

Our values are guided by our vision and can be remembered by these four key phrases:

Live for Jesus
"They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer." (Acts 2:42)
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Make Followers (Disciples)
"Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God." (Mark
10:14)

Pray
"My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations…" (Mark 11:17)

Love
"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are
to love one another." (John 13:34)

A Call for Renewal

As we approach Pentecost and seek to implement our Vision and our Mission Action Plan, let us
prepare ourselves for Mission, by a season of prayer, in Repentance, Faith and Renewal, to pray once
again that God will pour out His Spirit afresh upon His Church here, so that we may see His Kingdom
come on earth as it is in heaven. As we pause to reflect on the past year, let us give thanks to God for
the many gifts and blessings He has bestowed upon us and move forward with renewed energy and
vigour into His further loving purposes and promises for us all.

Conclusion

With gratitude and hope, we look forward to the coming year, confident that with God’s guidance
and our collective effort, we will continue to serve and grow as a community of faith.

ADDENDUM

A special thank you to Pat and her team leading Tuesday Morning Prayer, everyone who attends, and
Sue and the Discipleship group for their enormous contribution to our spiritual life and discipleship.

Revd. Canon Andrew Goodman, Priest-in-Charge
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