
APCM Activities Reports Year End 2024  
St Mary’s Church Marston Moreteyne and Lidlington 

To be a Tower of living stones; chosen, mended and built by Jesus our Cornerstone -  
to make followers for Him, to be a sanctuary of prayer and a community of love. 

 

Electoral Roll: Chris Clayton Electoral Roll Officer 
This year was a complete renewal of the Electoral Roll. This meant that everyone previously on it was 
removed and had to apply to go back on. Quite a few names have been removed, for a variety of reasons, 
and a few names have been added. We now have 56 on our Electoral Roll. 

Fabric, Churchwarden, Risk Management: Spud 
It has been a fairly quiet year from the warden’s point of view. Sides people have been available to cover 
most services, but some have needed to be covered at short notice.  
Bells have been rung before Sunday services and for special events such as the Anniversary of VE Day 
(2025). We could do with extra people to join the ringing team as it has not been possible to cover all 
services. 

Maintenance on the fabric of the church has been going on throughout the year and I would like to 
thank those volunteers who carried out the work. Andrew arranged for repairs to be carried out to the roof 
and for the roof alarm to be replaced. 

Several dead trees and Berberis bushes were removed from the churchyard at Marston and a 
large oak tree was removed from the churchyard at Lidlington after it collapsed and was left in a 
dangerous state. Many thanks to Firwood Tree Services for their prompt response to make the tree safe. 

We have updated the Terrier and now have a digital copy on the church shared Drive.  
The burial register for Lidlington has also been digitised and historical records for Marston have been 
added. However, more work needs to be done to bring the Marston records fully up to date. 
I am standing down as Warden this year and would like to thank everyone for their support over the past 
six years. 

Music: Marion Williams Music Director 
St Mary’s Church Choir meets to rehearse most Wednesday evenings from 6:30 until 7:30.   As well as 
singers, the choir is fortunate to have a selection of musicians.  This year has seen the addition of a 
flautist and oboist to the existing organists and violinists.  

In addition to singing at the weekly service, baptisms, weddings and funerals, the choir has 
participated in a number of other events in the last 12 months.    

During December, we twice sang carols at the Forest Centre. We also sang and played for the 
residents and staff of both Village Green Care Home and Blakelands Lodge Care Home.   

At the start of March we sang a selection of “Spring” songs at Wootton Memory Gym, which 
supports people in the community that have memory loss through age, stroke or dementia.  We have been 
invited back to sing again at their September meeting.  All appearances were greatly appreciated. 
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School Foundation Governors update 
Juliet Mackie retired from her long service as Governor due to ill-health this year. We thank her for her 
dedication and service to the school on behalf of St Mary’s PCC. Becky Eames was appointed as a 
Foundation Governor - thank you to Becky, who writes: 
 As a church school governor for Marston Moreteyne VC Lower School, my role involves supporting the 
strategic leadership and Christian ethos of the school, ensuring that its values are reflected in all aspects 
of school life. I work collaboratively with other governors and the headteachers to help set the school's 
vision, monitor educational performance, and oversee financial management. A key part of my role is to 
uphold and promote the school's Christian distinctiveness. I have worked closely with the headteacher at 
Church End in preparation for their SIAMs visit and have seen how they are developing a nurturing and 
inclusive environment where all pupils can flourish academically and spiritually. The continued 
developments around daily worship have strengthened the content, and the reflective quality of daily 
worship, having a considerable impact on the children. Evaluations and pupil voice have shown how it is 
building a strong sense of belonging and community, as well as linking Christian beliefs and practices to 
the school values and the children’s lives. 
 

Social media/website/marketing: Marti Mann 
Social media continues to be our main avenue of advertising services and events, and sharing spiritual 
messages, including weekly Sunday evening Compline with Andrew & Ronnie, with the church family and 
the wider community.   
We also regularly put up posters in the local shops, hairdressers, care homes, etc. A big thanks goes to 
Alan for distributing these.  This year we have also installed two poster frames on the church gates. 
Spud has updated the church guidebook, which is available for visitors to read in church, and our 
‘Welcome leaflet’ is available for people to take away. 
Facebook continues to have more engagement than Instagram.  Currently the St Mary’s FB page has 756 
follows and the Instagram account has 82 followers.  
 
 
Facebook statistics March 31st 2024 – 1st April 2025: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The most popular FB posts were these four:                                 Instagram insights: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Google/Google Maps, St Mary’s currently has a 4.6 out of 5 rating from 34 reviews. Between Dec. 
2024 and May 2025 there were 701 profile interactions, 5 calls, 428 direction requests and 268 website 
clicks. 
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Going forward, we are waiting for Church Web to complete their own upgrades before they help us 
revamp our website. 

Deanery Synod 
Our thanks to Juliet Mackie for her time and service attending Deanery Synod on behalf of the PCC over 
the years.  

Children and Families: Rebecca Eames, Marti Mann and Anita Eames  

Family Service 
The Family Service has a few regularly attending families, with some other families attending occasionally. 
Christingle and Easter were especially well attended. Children enjoy the craft/activity prior to the service, a 
variety of stories, games and participation and refreshments after the service.  
To increase interaction between the different services, we had a joint service for special occasions e.g. 
Remembrance and Mother’s Day. This has received very positive feedback, and we hope to do more of 
this in the future.  

Tea and Tots 
This has run twice a month all year on Friday mornings and continues to be well attended. Feedback from 
families was extremely positive, especially about the calm, warm, welcoming and friendly atmosphere. 
When we asked the children what they liked, they spoke fondly of the toys, seeing baby Jesus, singing 
with Peter, snack time and bubbles with Neil. 
We have applied for and received £400 from the Ward Councillor Grant scheme and plan to purchase 
toys, storage and shelving units. These will be added to/replace the existing collection and will be stored 
at the side of the church. We are hoping the storage will increase independence for the children and will 
make setting up and clearing away easier.  
It was encouraging to see families who attended the Easter Cracked event with their older children, 
accepting the invitation to Friday morning. We are grateful to all the volunteers who support Tea and Tots 
and the families who attend. We love watching the children grow and seeing them return to church for 
other events.  

Light Trail 
We were joined by approximately 40 children and their families for our first Light Trial for an alternative to 
Halloween. The families enjoyed a clue spotting walk about the light of Jesus around the churchyard and 
then warmed up with hot chocolate and crafts about Light in the church. The children all left with a goodie 
bag with a booklet about Jesus the Light of the World. This year, we will have a Light Party and reprise the 
Light Trial the following year. 

Crib Service and Christmas Crackered  
Our annual Crib Service was extremely well attended and had very positive feedback. The children who 
took part were very confident and it was lovely to see how much they had grown in the last twelve months. 
We were pleased to see Jack the donkey again and how he was part of the Nativity story.  
We had 24 children, and their families join us for an after-school Christmas craft session, and the Social 
Committee kindly made the children hotdogs and sold refreshments. We look forward to doing this again 
this year on Friday 12th December.  
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Easter  
We welcomed 35 children and their families to our Good Friday Easter Cracked for a range of arts and 
crafts, songs and magic. We charged £3 per child, but this was just to cover the cost of the resources. 
However, the Social Committee very kindly ran a tuck shop raising £50.50. The children enjoyed our 
annual Easter egg hunt in church on Easter Sunday and shared their eggs with the adults in the 
congregation. 
 
All cash received at our events is recorded and used to purchase resources for children’s events in 
church. Card reader money collected goes into the PCC Fund. Currently there is no way to record them 
separately, so it contributes towards the refreshments, energy costs and upkeep of the church. Thank you 
to Anita who kindly purchases the snacks, for both adults and children at Tots, and the honey, milk and 
brioche for Family Service Communion.  
Thank you to all of the Children’s Team and Social Committee who have helped run events this year. 

Social Committee: Pam Turner & Marti Mann 
During the April 2024-25 financial year, St Mary’s Social Committee held a variety of events for 
fundraising, community engagement and social purposes.  We’d like to thank our previous Chair, Elaine, 
who stepped down this year – she’s such a hard act to follow that she’s been replaced by Joint-Chairs, 
Pam & Marti!! 
 
 

Date Event Profit 

April Craft fair and tabletop sale £202.95 

June Sonia’s International Evening £1078.55 

September Heart of Marston Family Funday (Hook-a-duck) £56.50 

October Christian Magicians training and magic show £229.97 

March Silent Disco £374.90 

April Baked Potato Lunch £235.01 

 
We also organised and provided refreshments for a parish walk on Rogation Sunday in May; hosted a 
Handbell concert (thanks go to Celia) in August, an International Evening, and provided a ‘Tuck Shop’ for 
the Children’s Team’s Christmas Cracked event in December. 
 
Our thanks go to all committee members, past and present, and to everyone who kindly volunteered to 
ensure our events ran smoothly and were enjoyed by all. We look forward to next year – with many 
exciting events already in the pipeline! 

Cleaning - Holy Housekeepers: Pam Turner 
Since September 2023 the cleaning of the church changed to a more formal approach following 
Guidelines from the Churches Conservation Trust. At that time St Marys adopted their own guidelines and 
St Mary's Holy Housekeepers were formed and set up by Pam Turner.   
Three teams of 2 people set about cleaning on a weekly basis on a 3 weekly rota. This worked very well 
for a period of time and the church was looking good.  One by one the teams were unable to carry it and it 
fell to Pam to carry on with the cleaning but unfortunately, due to ill health, she too has had to reduce what 
she can do.  The St Nicholas Indian Orthodox Church uses the church on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the 
month and they carry out a cleaning duty after their service on the 4th Saturday of the month.  
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However we now find ourselves with a St Mary's Team consisting of some essential cleaning still carried 
out by Pam, Toilets, Sanctuary etc. with Andrew cleaning toilets weekly on Wednesdays and Anita 
cleaning the toilets and kitchen at Tots twice per month term time. 

Graves Warden: Chris Clayton with Revd. Andrew 
I am continuing to monitor the situation regarding the graves that do not adhere to the churchyard rules. 
Some progress has been made with people understanding the reasons for the request and clearing their 
graves accordingly.  
There are still some to be dealt with however this has been hampered by some missing paperwork which 
holds the contact details of the relevant families. The search continues and hopefully will be resolved in 
the near future. 
Many graves have sunk significantly and we are in the process of having them covered by our local grave 
digger, who has kindly offered to help us out with this when he is in the area. 
Andrew and I are in discussion about some new ideas to tackle these problems and hopefully they will be 
put in place soon. 

St Mary’s Men’s Breakfast: Alan Brooks 
The Men’s Breakfast has been running for 2 years and 6 months. In the beginning there were 12 of us but 
it has grown and we now have a group of 20. 
I started the group as I felt it was really important to give men the opportunity to simply “talk”. 
We meet every first Saturday of the month at The Beefeater, Priory Marina, Bedford. 
We start at 9.00am with a Full English Breakfast along with cereals, toast, unlimited teas and coffee and 
juices. 
All are welcome to join for this time of fellowship. 

Discipleship Group: Sue Brooks 
The Discipleship Group meets every Wednesday at 12.30pm for one hour. This is a time of Fellowship, 
Prayer and Bible Study. Sue Brooks leads the group with the help of Lesley Waller. We are currently using 
resource material from Community Bible Study, the lesson plans are designed to help people grow in their 
faith. 
We finished the book of James in March and are currently looking at Nehemiah. 

Wednesday Art and Craft Group: Revd. Gill Webb 
Our Wednesday group continues to regularly meet and we have welcomed new members over the year. It 
remains a happy and cheerful gathering where people meet new friends and learn new skills. This year 
Kim was working on crocheting a blanket and it impressed so many people that it started a blanket craze! 
It would be difficult to estimate how many blankets with varying designs have been created this year, but 
they have certainly all been amazing. 
Lesley brought some beautifully decorated baubles to the group and once again a little class developed 
with several people having a go under Lesley’s tuition. 
Activities on an average Wednesday include knitting, crocheting, painting, sketching and shading in 
pictures and patterns. We make an effort to welcome newcomers and I know there is a network of caring 
and support for one another. There is lots of encouragement, conversation and laughter. 
We pay £3.00 each and this covers the cost of heating throughout the whole year (even when we do not 
switch it on.) 
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Special services: Revd. Gill Webb 
Since our last annual meeting I have been privileged to take the funerals of Vi (Pritchett) and Beryl 
(Roberts) here in church. They were both stalwart members of St Mary’s and gave so much to the life of 
our church. It was sad to say goodbye to them. Vi worked so hard for the social committee and served for 
many years on the PCC, and provided wonderful flower arrangement for our services and for so many 
marriage services. Beryl attended all of our events here in church, and served teas on Wednesday 
afternoons for many years. Both ladies had a strong Christian faith and I often think about them on 
Sunday mornings. 
Mr Michael West also had a memorial service here in January where we were able to remember his 
service to this Parish. 
On March 8th I was also lucky enough to baptize little Lily here in church and we were able to welcome 
her as a church member with her brother Logan. 

Revd Judy Harris 
Completing the Safeguarding Course last July enabled me to pick up the mantle once again.  It has been 
a great privilege for me to exercise my priestly ministry over the past year here in St Mary’s. I have 
presided at the Eucharist six times, covering for Andrew when he was on leave. It is difficult to express the 
deep joy and wonder I feel as Celebrant. 
I have preached eight times and it has been good to get back to some serious study as I craft the sermon. 
I have taken a few Family Services, and really enjoy stirring up the children! 
I also take the sacrament to the housebound once a month.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people of St Mary’s for their continued love and support. 
 

Morning Prayer: Patricia Cleaver 
Tuesday Morning Prayer, in the Celtic Tradition, was used to bring people together, in a relaxed 
atmosphere, to ensure that the power of prayer was continued through the week. Using the Church of 
England Lectionary, the readings were shared amongst the group and the appropriate music selected by 
either John, Peter or Celia. 
The leadership of the Service was undertaken by Bridget, Juliet, John, Andrew or Pat, each adding their 
own short reflection of the gospel reading and the prayers to follow. 
The personal comments challenged the service leader and gave opportunity for reflection by the group. 
The Prayers were formulated from requests given by individuals before the Service – making prayer time 
very personal.  Significant days in the church calendar have been remembered and during Lent the topic 
was concentrated on the figures relating to Christ’s crucifixion, using the book “The Nail”.   
On the 23rd April 2025 marked the thirtieth anniversary of Gill and Judy’s ordination, which gave them the 
opportunity of highlighting their ministry, and for us to show our appreciation for their commitment to St 
Mary’s. 
After Juliet’s major surgery and John’s lengthy visit to America it was necessary to seek further help with 
the services leadership.  In order to invite extra support, we trialled the use of the meditation and 
reflections from the “Celtic Prayer Book”.  With Peter and Chris’s support this form of Service is still in use. 
Following each Morning Prayer we meet as a group to share tea / coffee and refreshments and exchange 
news of the happenings of the week. 
The group has grown in number (19 – 25) and provides a much needed point of contact for prayer, 
reflection and for sharing God’s love. 
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St Mary’s Flower Circle: Patricia Cleaver 
The Church Flower group was formed in May 2023 with twelve ladies offering their skills and talents to 
arrange flowers in church for Sunday services. 
The same group of twelve have continued their commitment, working in pairs on a monthly rota, and 
joining together, when a team effort was needed at Christmas, Mothering Sunday and Easter. 
Initially, for some, experience of working with flowers was limited but with practice, confidence has grown 
and we have had many beautiful arrangements showing the beauty of God’s creation. Costs have been 
kept to a minimum by using greenery and hedgerow foliage. 
The seasons and Lectionary readings have guided the choice of flowers and colours for each Sunday as 
well as considering any special requests for wedding couples and families attending funerals.  Flowers are 
donated for the “Baby Loss Service”.  Poppies were attached to the Porch Gates for Remembrance, and 
at Christmas bells and stars were used as decoration. 
Sixty posies were made and distributed to the congregation for Mothering Sunday – and at Easter 
daffodils were put into jam jars and placed on window ledges and later were shared with the housebound. 
At Christmas along with a Christmas Tree donated by a wedding couple, Amanda and Paul, there was a 
large white and red pedestal arrangement, and window ledges were decorated with candles, holly and red 
carnations. 
The monthly rota is changed in sequence each year to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to 
arrange flowers for the major festivals – a challenge that has been met with enthusiasm and perhaps a 
little trepidation! 
Our thanks to such a committed and responsible team. 

Communion Assistants: Patricia Cleaver 
The year began with four ladies sharing the responsibility of Communion Assistant – Kim, Sue (Brooks), 
Indira and Juliet – supported by Pat when another person was required.  When Indira left for Ordination 
and Juliet had to undergo major surgery, Ann (Loader) and Lesley (Waller) were trained and invited to join 
the team. 
They are a strong, committed group, who acknowledge the responsibility and privilege they carry and 
undertake their duties with sensitivity and humility. 
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